
My grandma adopted my mother, Minnie Lee, “when she was three days old”.  This is because my mother’s   
grandmother, Sarah Brown, gave her to grandma and her husband John Henry Pender.  Louise and John took 
my mother and raised her as their very own.  My mother, Minnie Lee Pender, did not meet her biological 
mother, Elizabeth Brown Whitehurst, until she was twelve years old.  It was also at this time that she learned 
about her two sisters (Annice and Beulah).  
  
Grandma  cooked  the BEST food.  She made delicious jellies and jams.  There was always lots of extra food in 
the “smokehouse”.  Here there was smoked  sausage, ham, etc.   But the best in the smokehouse were the 
jars of many kinds of preserves. 
 
I remember one time when I needed a white dress for May Day at school to wind the maypole.  My parents 
could not afford to buy me the dress and I was crying like a baby over at grandma’s house.  She got material 
from something she already had and made me a dress!!!!   That dress was the cutest dress in class that day 
and I still remember how “prissy” my whole May Day was because of that dress!  
 
At another time, my grandma taught me to sew with her Singer sewing machine.  Years later, because of this, 
I was able to make clothes for myself.  That knowledge also got me excellent grades in the 9th grade when I 
took Home Economics. 
 
It was always a joy going to grandma’s home and spending the night.  My brother “Buddy” and I did this a lot 
when we were little.  Grandma seemed to favor me and her sister, Aunt Sally, favored “Buddy”.   One day as 
we walked to Roberson Elementary School, I was bragging to Buddy how grandma had slipped me 15 cents 
extra for lunch.  Buddy reached in his pocket to show me that Aunt Sally had slipped him an extra 25 cents! 
 
My grandma, Louise Pender, was the most loving, kindest, and most awesome grandmother anyone could 
ever have!  This is just my small way of saying to grandma:  “I will always love you”. 

Sunrise:  July 17, 1876 – Sunset: April 30, 1968 

(Memories recounted by Elizabeth Louise Ruffin Miller) 




